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CLIMATE CHANGE 
Motion 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [5.06 pm]: I move — 

That this Council calls on the state government to — 

(a) note that on 9 May the daily mean concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 
surpassed 400 parts per million for the first time since measurements began in 1958; 

(b) note that evidence of warming Western Australian oceans is indicated by the 
increased numbers of jellyfish, tropical fish and whale sharks observed further south 
than ever before; and 

(c) explain the changes required to the state government’s climate change strategy to 
reduce the rate of carbon dioxide emissions and to protect WA’s unique biodiversity. 

The impetus for this motion was that on 9 May 2013 the daily mean concentration of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, which is measured at the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
observatory at Mauna Loa in Hawaii, surpassed 400 parts per million for the first time since measurements 
began in 1958. It is my view that that was a critical point in the climate debate and it is important that the state 
Parliament considers the implications of that point in history. It marked an important milestone because Mauna 
Loa, as the oldest continuous carbon dioxide measurement station in the world, is the primary global benchmark 
site for monitoring the increase of this potent heat-trapping gas. The rate of increase has accelerated since 
measurements started, from about 0.7 parts per million per year in the late 1950s to 2.1 parts per million per 
year, on average, over the last 10 years. At the time that milestone was reached on 9 May 2013, a senior scientist 
at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration observatory, Pieter Tans, said — 

That increase is not a surprise to scientists. The evidence is conclusive that the strong growth of global 
CO2 emissions from the burning of coal, oil, and natural gas is driving the acceleration. 

Why is this number to be regretted? Why is this significant? Before the industrial revolution in the nineteenth 
century, the global average of CO2 was about 280 parts per million. During the last 80 000 years, the level of 
CO2 has fluctuated between about 180 parts per million during the ice ages and 280 parts per million during 
interglacial warm periods. Today’s rate of increase is more than 100 times faster than the increase that occurred 
when the last ice age ended. That is not the world that we want to live in. In fact, action on the global impacts of 
climate change is increasing daily. Today, a program was launched in Africa called “#weleadyou” which 
involves countries around Africa calling on their presidents for greater action on climate change.  

Members would not have missed the reports on climate change on an almost daily basis. For example, two 
weeks ago we heard that Beijing was phasing out coal for energy production. We have heard globally that action 
is taking place, and I have noted in my opening remarks the African action that was launched today. I want to 
quote Desmond Tutu, who champions that cause and said — 

Addressing climate change is also a matter of justice. If we are to be true to our commitment to human 
rights, then rich nations owe a fair and honest deal to the world’s most vulnerable regions. The people 
on climate change’s frontline have often done the least to cause it.  

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders.  
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